
  

ACCOUNTANCY, AUDITING, FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT AND TAXATION   
 

 
 
Accounting, finance, taxation, auditing, investments analysis courses such as the Chartered Institute of 
Management Accountants (CIMA), the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA), the 
Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators (ICSA), Certified Accounting Technicians (CAT) 
or London Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI are internationally recognized. The Centre for 
Professional Courses (CPS), a division of CTPD is an accredited tuition provider of ACCA, CIMA, 
ICSA, CAT, and LCCI to offer their courses in various streams. 

Accounting is a cornerstone of business. It is needed by every organization everywhere. The biggest 
multinationals, the smallest local enterprises and businesses of every size in between depend upon the 
talents of people trained in accountancy. Studying for the ACCA, CIMA, ICSA, CAT, CTH, CFA, CIPS, 
CIM and LCCI professional Accounting Qualification will give you the skills to work in many different 
kinds of companies and organizations - and give you the choice of a wide variety of job opportunities.  

Accountancy industry is now modern and fast-moving, using the latest technology and attracting the 
most dynamic, motivated and intelligent professional graduates from a wide variety of work experience 
or academic backgrounds.  

What Does An Accountant Do? 

Accountants offer financial advice to clients ranging from publicly listed 
companies to charities to owner-managed businesses and individuals. 
They aim to increase the value of the client’s business by preparing 
accounts and keeping track of financial transactions.  

Career opportunities for newly-qualified Chartered Accountants are 
many and varied. The sectors in which they work include public 
practice (where accountants work as consultants in firms of partners), 
industry and commerce (working for commercial organizations) and 
banking, and within these fields they are exposed to a wide range of 
specialism, including:  

Audit: This involves going through a company’s books to make sure that there is no information 
missing and no discrepancies. Key qualities for this painstaking work are strong analytical skills, 
teamwork and patience as the hours are long!  

Corporate Finance: Here accountants deal with mergers and company acquisitions, and the financial 
outcomes of these events.  

Insolvency: If a company or an individual does not have enough money or assets to cover debts, the 
accountant enters them into voluntary receivership or liquidation and sells their assets. This work 
requires knowledge of the law and sound business skills.  
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Taxation: Tax advisers work in professional accountancy firms, specialist tax firms or the Inland 
Revenue. They must keep up with the latest tax news and developments in order to give invaluable 
advice to companies or individuals.  

Management Accounting: Accountants analyze and interpret financial information so that companies 
can make informed decisions about the future. Good communication skills are essential here as the 
accountant needs to explain financial data to non-accountants.  

As a qualified accounting professional in a smaller or medium organization, you might be the only 
member of staff who is an expert in Accounting and finance. While in a larger company, you might be 
part of a wider accounting and financial team. Or you might opt to work for yourself after qualifying - 
providing accountancy services for all types of organizations and creating your own employment. 

Training, qualifications and skills 

To qualify as a Chartered Accountant you need to study for and become a member of any of the 
internationally recognized Professional Accounting body such as the ACCA, CIMA, ICSA, CIPFA, etc.  
Gaining the, CAT or LCCI qualification will not only provide you with essential practical Accounting skills 
that all employers seek for but will also gain you easier entry to and/or exemptions onto ACCA, CIMA, 
ICSA, CFA programmes.   

You can also complete a training contract with an approved accountancy firm. This will take between 3 
and 5 years, depending on the size and location of the firm, and 
will cover 3 areas: work experience, in-house training and exam 
training with for example SAICA. The exam syllabus is the same 
wherever you train - it involves both external tutoring and home 
study.  

To complete the training you need to be committed and motivated 
- it is very hard work. It is essential that you have a keen interest 
in business, good communication skills and an analytical mind. 
You will find that all your hard work will ultimately pay off as an 

accountancy qualification is recognized and respected throughout the world. It can also serve as a 
springboard into a variety of related areas such as Management Consultancy, Banking and Commerce.  

 

Salary and Prospects 

Starting salaries vary according to the firm you train with, but the average is currently around £17, 000. 
As your responsibility increases, so does your salary: it is possible to double 
your salary on qualifying as a Chartered Accountant.  

With the depending of globalization and the emerging of several trade areas, 
the world has experienced multi country and/or global organizations such as 
the United Nations, Commonwealth, Red Cross, SADC Secretariat, 
COMESA Secretariat, etc international and multinational companies 
becoming large employers. If you desire to work in any of these 
organizations or you feel that one day you might want to work outside your 
country, it is important to carefully select an internationally recognized 
professional institution such as ACCA, CIMA, ICSA, CFA, CAT or LCCI 

which will give you an employability international passport professional qualification.  
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The Chartered Certified Accountants – ACCA 

www.accaglobal.com  
 
Course Description:   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This course prepares students to become Certified Chartered Accounting professionals 
who can practice as Chartered Accountants. The ACCA Qualification is designed to 
provide the accounting knowledge, skills and professional values which will deliver 
finance professionals who are capable of building successful careers across all sectors, 
whether they are working in the public or private sectors, practicing in accounting firms, 
or pursuing a career in business. The ACCA Qualification embeds the global accounting 
education standards set by the International Federation of Accountants (IFAC). The 
ACCA qualification is a passport to a new world of opportunities for mid-senior level 
managers. Its members are internationally recognized in public practice, industry, 
commerce and the public sector. ACCA membership also allows you to obtain status as 
a Registered Auditor. 

Core Modules 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge Level 
 

F1 Accounting in Business 
F2 Management Accounting  
F3 Financial Accounting 

Skills Level 
 
 
 

F4 Corporate and Business Law 
F5 Performance Management 
F6 Taxation 
F7 Financial Reporting 
F8 Audit and Assurance 
F9 Financial Management 

Professional  Level       
(five papers in total) 
 
 
 
 
           

Essentials: P1-P3                                        
P1 Professional Accountant                                                                                                              
P2 Corporate Reporting 
P3 Business Analysis                                                             
Options P4-P7 (two to be completed)                                             
P4  Advanced Financial Management                                                                                            
P5  Advanced Performance Management                                        
P6 Advanced Taxation                                                                                                         
P7 Advanced Audit and Assurance                                                      
P6 Advanced Taxation                                                                                                         
P7 Advanced Audit and Assurance                           

Entry Requirements No formal qualifications required. Applicants must be aged 21 and over 

Assessment ACCA conducts paper based exams at its accredited centres 

Start Dates February and July each year 

Study Mode Part-time (evening) and Distance. Full time to start in January 2010 

Duration & Hours About  2- 3 years  

Progression 
 

Knowledge level 1st Degree in Accounting 
Skills level BSC in Applied Accounting 
Professional  
level        

Member ACCA and to become Certified Chartered Accountant; 
Equivalent to and/or above MA/MBA Degree in Accounting 

Exemptions: 
 

Relevant graduates may be awarded some exemptions for some papers. An exemption 
fee must be paid for each paper awarded. Contact ACCA for further information. 

Computer- based 

assessment centre 

 
 

The Centre for Training and Projects Development is a CIMA, ACCA, and CAT 
Computer-Based Assessment Centre. Computer-based Assessment (CBA) will be 
available for CIMA: for Papers C1 - C5, ACCA for the first three papers of the ACCA 
qualification (F1-3) and CAT for Introductory and Intermediate Levels (Papers 1 - 4). 
Please contact the Centre for details of CBE dates. 
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The Chartered Institute of Management Accountants – CIMA 

www.cimaglobal.com 
 
Course Description:   
 
 
 
 
 

The Chartered Institute of Management Accountants is the one of the world’s largest and 
fastest growing international accountancy bodies. A qualification recognized and 
respected throughout the world, CIMA will help you acquire the financial and business 
management skills you need to help shape and control the future of organizations. This 
opens the door for you to become a key decision maker and a strategic planner. CIMA 
course is for those who wish to develop a successful and diverse career in Management 
Accounting, Financial Management and Business Management. Recognized and 
respected throughout the world, the CIMA qualification offers you the opportunity to 
develop not only accountancy skills, but also key decision making, management, strategic 
and analytical skills.  

Core Modules 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Certificate in 
Business 
Accounting 
 

C1 Fundamentals of Management Accounting  
C2 Fundamentals of Financial Accounting  
C3 Fundamentals of Business Mathematics 
C4 Fundamentals of Economics for Business 
C5 Fundamentals of Ethnics, Corporate and Business Law 

Operational level: 
 
 

Performance Operations 
Enterprise Operations 
Finance Operations 

Management level: 
 

Performance Management 
Enterprise Management 
Financial Management 

 

Strategic Level 

 
 

P3 Management Accounting Risk and Control Strategy 
P6 Management Accounting Business Strategy 
P9 Management Accounting Financial Strategy 

TOPCIMA 
Test of Professional Competence in Management Accounting 

Entry Requirements No formal qualifications required. Applicants must be aged 18 and over 

Assessment CIMA conducts paper based exams at its accredited centres 

Start Dates February and July each year 

Study Mode Part-time (evening) and Distance. Full time to start in January 2010 

Duration & Hours About  2 - 3 years  

 
Progression 
 
 
 
 

Certificate in 
Business 
Accounting 1st Degree in Accounting 
Managerial 
Level BSC in Applied Accounting 

Strategic Level 

Member of CIMA and to become Chartered Management 
Accountant; Equivalent to and/or above MA/MBA Degree in 
Accounting 

   
Computer- based 

assessment centre 

 
 

The Centre for Training and Projects Development is a CIMA, ACCA, and CAT 
Computer-Based Assessment Centre. Computer-based Assessment (CBA) will be 
available for CIMA: for Papers C1 - C5, ACCA for the first three papers of the ACCA 
qualification (F1-3) and CAT for Introductory and Intermediate Levels (Papers 1 - 4). 
Please contact the Centre for details of CBE dates. 



                       The Centre for Professional Studies - CPS 

 

CTPD will guide you all the way!                         Accounting, Auditing, Financial Management & Taxation Courses 5 

 
                           

Entry routes to the CIMA Professional Qualification 
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The road to CIMA membership is open to all, regardless of your educational background. There are a 

number of entry routes which take into account previous school leaver and graduate qualifications and 

allow you to study for the CIMA qualification, provided you are 18 or over.  

CIMA’s flexible entry policy enables anyone with a passion to succeed in business the opportunity to study 

with CIMA. However, you must be competent in Mathematics and the English language before you start. 

The levels within the CIMA Professional Qualification are equivalent to undergraduate and postgraduate 

study. 

If you are new to business or accounting studies, you will first need to work towards gaining the CIMA 

Certificate in Business Accounting. This will then enable you to move on to the CIMA managerial and 

Professional Qualification. 

Exemptions  

If you have a relevant degree, CIMA’s carefully defined exemptions policy allows you to commence your 

CIMA studies at the right starting point for you, enabling you to progress more quickly through the 

qualification. Some qualifications may offer you exemptions and enable you to enter at an advanced stage 

of the syllabus. Contact CIMA for further information.  

CIMA student registration deadlines of 31 January and 31 July (for the May and November exam 

sittings respectively) apply to the online registration process. It is important you that you ensure copies 

of your educational documents reach us by these deadlines if you plan to sit Professional level papers 

at the next sitting.  

There is no CIMA student registration deadline if you intend to sit for CIMA-CBA examinations. 
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 The Certified Accounting Technician - CAT 

  
 
 

Course 
Description: 

 
 
 
 

The Certified Accounting Technician (CAT) qualification is structured and examined by 
ACCA (see ACCA section for further details about ACCA), and offers you the opportunity 
to further your career options. In studying for the CAT qualification, you may wish to start 
a career in finance, gain recognition for the skills you have already developed in 
accountancy or accelerate your progression to the ACCA professional scheme. CAT is 
the stepping stone for all of these aims. It also seeks to help you develop the skills 
needed for successful study in higher education. CAT scheme comprises of a 
combination of exams and practical experience. It is designed to equip students with the 
technical skills and knowledge necessary to fulfill an accounting role up to technician 
level. This enables students to progressively acquire the core skills required before 
advancing to higher levels of accounting. 

Core Modules 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAT Syllabus 
Introductory 

1 Recording Financial Transactions 
2 Information for Management Control 

  
Intermediate Level 
 

3 Maintaining Financial Records 
4 Accounting for Costs 

  

Advanced 
 
 

5 Managing People & Systems 

6 Drafting Financial Statements 

7 Planning, Control & Performance Management 

Plus two options from 
8 Implementing Audit Procedures 
9 Preparing Taxation Computations 
10 Managing Finances 

Entry 
Requirements No formal qualifications required. Applicants must be aged 16 and over 

Assessment CAT conducts paper based exams at its accredited centres 

Start Dates February and July each year 

Study Mode Part-time (evening) and Distance. Full time to start in January 2010 

Duration & Hours About  1 - 2 years  
   

 
Progression 

 

CAT Syllabus Introductory Foundation NVQ/SVQ Level 2 in Accounting 
Intermediate Level Intermediate NVQ/SVQ Level 3 in Accounting 

Advanced 

Qualified Certified Accounting Technician; 
Equivalent to Technician NVQ/SVQ Level 4 in 
Accounting 

   
Computer- based 

assessment 

centre 

 
 

The Centre for Training and Projects Development is a CIMA, ACCA, and CAT 
Computer-Based Assessment Centre. Computer-based Assessment (CBA) will be 
available for CIMA: for Papers C1 - C5, ACCA for the first three papers of the ACCA 
qualification (F1-3) and CAT for Introductory and Intermediate Levels (Papers 1 - 4). 
Please contact the Centre for details of CBE dates. 
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London Chamber of Commerce and Industry   (LCCI)/ 
Education Development International (EDI) 

www.lccieb.com  or www.ediplc.com/lcci-international-qualifications.asp 
 

Course 
Description: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

London Chamber of Commerce and Industry International Qualifications (LCCI IQ) have 
been awarded since 1887 and are recognized and respected by employers, governments 
and universities worldwide.  In 2003 the London Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Examinations Board merged with Goal assessments, a pioneer in online testing, to form 
EDI. EDI has now become one of the UK’s leading awarding bodies accredited by the 
British government.  We work closely with Ministries of Education around the world. LCCI 
International Qualifications are offered through a growing network of around 5,000 centres, 
supported by extensive learning resources and easy online administration.  The 
qualifications are taken in more than 120 countries and each year around 250,000 are 
awarded throughout the world. LCCI offers qualifications and diplomas in a range of 
subject areas, covering all the key functions of business including Financial and 
quantitative qualifications. 

LCCI International Qualifications in Financial and Quantitative subjects are amongst the 
best regarded across EDI’s range of international qualifications and are used for a variety 
of applications, ranging from gaining introductory knowledge to developing technical 
knowledge and skills for specific vocational purposes. The portfolio offers good 
progression routes through to higher levels as well as to university courses and 
professional qualifications. 

Group Award Titles Accumulation Period Description 
Group Certificate in 
Bookkeeping and 

Accounts: L2 
Pass 3 subjects within 6 months 

 

a) Book-keeping  and Accounts (compulsory) 
b) English for Business (compulsory) 
c) Business Statistics or  Business Calculation 

Group Diploma in 
Accounting: L3 

 
Pass 3 subjects within 1 year 

 

a) Accounting  (compulsory) 
b) English for Business (compulsory) 
c) Any other 1 from the pool options 

Group Diploma in 
Cost Accounting: L3 

 

Pass 3 subjects within 1 year 

 

a) Cost Accounting (compulsory) 
b) English for Business (compulsory) 
c) Any other 1 from the pool options 

Group Diploma 
in Management 
Accounting: L3 

Pass 3 subjects within 1 year 
 

a) Management Accounting  (compulsory) 
b) English for Business (compulsory) 

c) Any other 1 from the pool options 
Group Diploma 

in  Computerized 
Accounting: L3 

Pass 3 subjects within 24 
months 

 

a) Computerized Accounting  
b) Accounting / Accounting (IAS) 
c) another Level 3 subject 

Entry Requirements No formal qualifications required.  
Assessment LCCI conducts paper based exams at its accredited centres 
Start Dates February and July each year 
Study Mode Full-Time, Part-time (evening) and Distance 
Duration  About  3 – 12 months  


